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1 T HESS. 4. 17. the laft Clauſe. 
---- And fo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 


ven, where he was by extraordinary Priviledge rais'd, and ſaw and underſtood 
how great an Happineſs it 15 to be with Chriſt. And they are addreſt to Be- 
lievers, to moderate and allay their ſorrows for the death of thoſe Saints, 
who by their conjunction in Blood or Friendſhip were moſt dear to them. Thus 
he ſpeaks in the 1375 Verſe, I would not have you be ignorant, Brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not as others which have no hope. The Heathens, 
that were ſtrangers to a future ſtate, and thought that after a ſhort courſe through 
the World, Mankind would be loſt for ever in the Dead-Sea, might with ſome pre- 
tence abandon themſelves to the extremity of their Paſſions. But Chriſtians, to whoxe 
Life and Immortality are reveal'd by the Goſpel ;, who believe, that as Jeſus died and roſe 
azains ſo all that ſleep in Feſus, that perſevre in Faith and Holineſs to the end, God 
will bring with him, are forbid upon the moſt weighty Reaſons, to indulge their Grief 
in exceſs. The Union between Chriſt and Believers is inviolable; and from thence it 
follows, they ſhall be partakers with him in his Glory. The Soul immediately after 
Death fall be with ChriiF, Whiles the Body repoſes in the Grave, 'tis in his Preſence 
who 15 Life and Light, and has a vital joyful Reſt in Communion with him. And 
in the appointed Time the Bodies of the Saints, thoſe happy Spoils, ſhall be reſcued 
from the datk Priſon of the Grave, and be ſharers with their Souls in Immortal 
Glory. 
' This conſummate Happitieſs of the Saints, the Apoſtle aſſures from the higheſt 
Authority, the Word of the Lord ;, and deſcribes his glorious Appearance, fo as to 
make the ſtrongeſt Impreſhion on our Minds. For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend frone 
Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of an Arch-Angel, and with the Trump of God, and 
the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which are alive, and remain, bal be caught up 
together with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the Air ; and ſo ſhall we ever be 
with the Lord. Then Death, the laſt Enemy, fo fearful and feared by Men, ſhall 
be deſtroyed. And the Captive Prince of the World, with all the powers of Dark- 
neſs, and all other Rebellious Sinners that obſtinately joyn'd with him, ſhall be brought 
in Chains before his dreadful Tribunal : and after the great AC of the Univerſal 
Judgment ſhall be compleated, then all the Saints ſhall make their triumphant _ 
_ the Captain of their Salvation, into his Kingdom, and ſbal/ ever be with # 
rd, 
The general Propoſition from the Words is this ; The Saints after the ReſurreFion 
ſhall be Compleatly and Eternally happy in the Preſence of Chriit. | 
To make this ſupernatural Bleſſedneſs more eafie and intelligible to us, the Scrip- 
ture deſcribes it by ſenſible Repreſentations. For whilſt the Soul is cloath'd with 
Fleſh, Fancy has ſuch a Dominion, - that we can conceive of nothing but by Com- 
pariſons and Images taken from material things. 'Tis therefore ſet forth by a Feaſt, 
and a Kingdom, to ſignifie the Joy and Glory of that State. But to prevent all groſs 
conceits z it tells us that the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable of 
Hunger and Thirſt, nor conſequently of any Refreſhment that is cauſed by the ſatis- 
faction of thoſe Appetites. The obje&sof the moſt noble ſenſes, Seeingand Hearing, 
the pleaſure ofwhich is mix'd with Reaſon, and not common to the Brutes, are more 
frequently made uſe of to reconcile that glorious State to the proportion of our 
Minds. Thus ſometimes the Blefſed are repreſented plac'd oz Thrones with Crowns or 
their heads ; ſometimes cloathed in White, with Palms in their hands ; ſometimes fing- 
ing Songs of Triumph to Him that fits on the Throne, and to their Saviour. But the 
reality of this Bleſſedneſs infinitely exceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. Heaven 1s 
lfſened by Compariſons from carthly things. The Apoſtle who was dignify'd with 
the Revelation of the Succeſſes that ſhall happen to the Church till Time ſhall be no 
more, tells us, It does not appear what we ſhall be in Eternity. The things that God has 
prepared for thoſe that love hinr, are far more above the higheſt aſcent of our thoughts, 
than the Marriage-Feaſt of a great Prince exceeds in ſplendour and magnificence the 
imagination of one that has always liv'd in an obſcure Village, and never ſaw any 
Ornaments of State, nor taſted Wine in his Life. We can think of thoſe things but 
accor'ing to the Poverty of our Underſtandings. But ſo much we know that is 
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able to ſweeten all the bitterneſs, and render infipid all the fweerncls of this 
World. : 

This will appear by conſidering, that whatever is requiſite to conltiture the per. 
fe&t Bleſſedneſs of Man, is fully enjoy'd in the Divine Preſence. 

'r. An exemption from all evils, is the firſt condition of perfet Blefledneſs. The 
ſentence of wiſe Soloz is true in another ſenſe than he intended, 


====== Dicique beatus 
Arte obitiim nemo, ſupremagq; funera debet. 


No Man can be named happy whilſt in this Valley of Tears. But upon the entrance 
into Heaven, all thoſe Evils that by their number, variety, or weight, diſquiet and 
opprels us, are at an end. ; 

Sin, of all evils the moſt hateful, ſhall be aboliſh'd. And all Temptations that 
ſurround us, and endanger our Innocence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men lament 
the weakneſs of the fleſh, and ſometimes the violent Affaults of Spiritual Enemies, 
St. Paul himſelf breaks forth into a mournful Complaint, O wretched Man that I am! 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of Death? And when haraſs'd with the buftctings 
of Satan, renews his moſt earneſt Addrefles to God to be freed from them. Here our 
Purity is not abſolute, we muſt be always cleanſing our ſelves from the relidts of that 
deep dcfilement that cleaves to our nature. Here our Peace 1s preſerv'd with the 
Sword in our hand, by a continual Warfare againſt Satan and the World. But in 
Heaven no ignorance darkens the Mind, no paſſions rebel againſt the ſanftified Will, 
no inherent pollution remains. The Church is without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing. And all Temptations that war againſt the Soul, ſhall then ceaſe. The Tempter 
was caſt out of Heaven, and none of his poiſon'd Arrows can reach that Purified 
Company. Glorious Liberty ! here ardently defir'd, but fully enjoy'd by the Sons of 
God above. | 

And as Sin ,ſoall the penal conſequences of it are quite taken away. The preſent Life 
is an incurable Diſeaſe, and ſometimes attended with that ſharp ſenſe that Death is 
defird as a Remedy, and accepted as a Benefit. And though the Saints have re- 
viving Cordials, yet their Joys are mixt with Sorrows, nay, cauſed by Sorrows. 
The Tears of Repentance are their ſweeteſt Refreſhment. Here the living ſtones 
are cut and wounded, and made fit by Sufferings for a Temple unto God in the New 
Feruſalem. But as in the Building of Solomon's Temple the Noiſe of a Hammer was 
not heard, for all the Parts were Fram'd before with that exact Defign and Corre- 
ſpondence, that they firmly combin'd together. They were hew'n in another place, 
and nothing remain'd but the putting them one upon another in the Temyle ; and 
then asSacred, they were inviolable. So God, the IIife ArchiteF, having prepar'd the 
Saints here by many cutting Aﬀictions, places them in the Eternal Building, where 
no Voice of Sorrow is heard. Of the innum-rable Company above, is there any 
Eye that Weeps, any Breaſt that Sighs, any Tongue that Complains, or Appearance 
of Grief ? The Heavenly State 1s called Life, as only worthy of that Title. There 
is no Infirmity of Body, no Poverty, no Difgrace, no Treachery of Friends, 
no Perſecution of Enemies. There is no more Death , nor Sorrow, nor Crying , nor 
ſhall there be any more Pain : for former things are paſt away. ( Rev. 21. 4. ) God 
will wipe away all Tears from the Eyes of his People. Their Salvation is compleat in 
_—_ Pure Joy 1s the Priviledge of Heaven, unmixed Sorrows the Puniſhment 
of 'Hell. 

A concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies is requiſite to Blefledneſs. And theſe are 
to be conſidered with reſpe& to the entire Man. 

1. The Body ſhall be awak'd out of its dead Sleep, and quickned into a glorious, 
immortal Life. The Soul and Body are the Effential Parts of Man ; and though the 
mequality be great in their operations that reſpe& Holineſs, yet their dpncourſe is 
neceflary. Good Actions are defign'd by the Counſel and Reſolution of he Spirit, 
but perform'd by the Miniſtry of the Fleſh. Every Grace expreſſes it {df in vt- 
ſible Actions by the Body. In the Sorrows of Repentance it ſupplies Tears, in Fa- 
ſtings its Appetites are reſtrain'd, in Thankſgivings the Tongue breaks forth into 
the joyful Praiſes of God. All the Vidtories over ſenſible Pleaſure and Pain are ob- 
tain'd by the Soul in conjunction with the Body. Now 'tis moſt becoming the Dr 
vine Goodneſs not to deal fo differently, that the Soul ſhould be everlaſtingly hap- 
Py, and the Body loſt in forgetfulneſs ; the one glorified in Heaven, the other Ic 
main in the Duſt, From their firſt ſetting out in the World to the Grave they an 
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the fame Race, and ſhall enjoy the ſame Reward. Here the Body is the Conſort of 
the Soul in Obedience and Suffcrings, hereafter in Fruition. When the Crown of 
Puritv, or Palm of Martyrdom faall be given by the great Judge in the View of all, 
rey ſhall both partake in the honour. Of this we have an earneſt in the Reſurre- 
con of Chriſt in his trac Body, who 7s. the firſt-finits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor. 15. 
Fe ſhall change or vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned like to his glorious Body, accor- 
ding to the working of his Powe: . whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. 
3-1. A ſubſtantial untading Glory will ſhine in them infinitely above the periſhing 
Pride of this World, that is but in appearance, like the falſe Colours painted on the 
Feathers of a Dove by the reflection of the Light, which preſently vaniſh, when it 
changeth its poſture, or the Light is withdrawn. Indeed, what can be more glorious 
than to be conform'd to the Humanity of Chriſt, the Seat of all Beauty and Perfe&i- 
on. This Conformity ſhall be the Work of his own Hands. And when Omni 

tence interpoſes, nothing is difficult. The raiſing the Body to an unchangeable State 
of Glory, 1s as eafie to the Divine Power, as the forming itat the firſt in the Womb. 
As the Sun labours no more in the Mines in the forming Gold and Silver, the moſt 
precious and durable Metals, than-in the Production of a poor ſhort-liv'd Flower. 

II. The Soul ſhall be made perfed& in all its Faculties. 

1. The Underſtanding ſhall clearly ſee the moſt excellent Objefts. Now we know 
but in part, 1 Cor. 13. The naked Beauty of Divine Things 1s vail'd, and of im- 
poſſible diſcovery. And the weakneſs of the Mind 1s not proportionable to their 
dazling brightneſs. But when that which is perfect is come, ther that which is ir 
part ſhall be done away. In that enlightned ſtate, the glorious manifeſtation of the 
Objcs ſhall as much exceed the cleareſt revealing of them here, as the Sun in its 
full luſtre, one Beam of Light ſtrain'd through a Crevice in the Wall. And the Un- 
derſtanding ſhall be prepar'd to take a full View of them. Therefore the Apoſtle 
compares the ſeveral Periods of the Church, in reſpe& of the degrees of Knowledge, 
to the ſeveral Ages of this Life. Whew I was a Child, I ſpake as a Child, I -—ox" way 
& a Child, I thought as a Child : but when I became a Man, I put away Childiſh things. 
In Children the Organs, either from an exceſs of moiſture, or their ſmallneſs, are 
indiſpoſed for the vigorous exerciſe of the Mind : ſome ſtrictures of Reaſon appear, 
a preſaging ſign what will be, but mixt with much Obſcurity. But when the Or- 
gans are come to their juſt proportion and temperament, the Soul diſplays its Strength 
and Attivity. 

All chings of a ſupernatural Order ſhall then be clearly diſcovered. The contri- 
vance of our Salvation, .the ways of conducting us to Blefledneſs, which are Obje&s 
of a ſublime Nature, will afford an exquiſite Pleaſure to the Underſtanding, All the 
ſecrets of our Redemption ſhall be unſealed. The great Myſtery of Godlineſs, the In- 
carnation of the Eternal Son, and his according Juſtice with Mercy, ſhall then be 


apparent. The Divine Counſels in | gen, the World, are now only viſtble-ia 


their wonderful Effe&s, either of Mercy or Juſtice, and thoſe moſt dreadful ; but 
the Reaſons of them are paſt finding out. But what our Saviour ſaid .to Peter, What 
{ do, thou knoweſt not now, but ſhalt know hereafter, is applicable to theſe impenetra- 
ble Diſpenſations. All the original Fountains of Wiſdom, as clear as deep, ſhall 
then be opened. We ſhall then ſee the Beauty of Providence in diſpoſing Temporal 
Things in order to our Eternal Felicity. We now ſee as it were the rough Part, and, 
Knots of that curious Embroidery : But then the whole Work ſhall be iunfolded, the 


ſweetneſs of the Colours, and proportion of the Figures appear. There we ſhall be . 


able to expound the perplexing Riddle, How out of the Eater came Meat, and out of 
the Strong came Sweetneſs. For we ſhall know as we are known. 

We ſhall ſee God. Our Saviour tells us, This is Life Eternal, to know thee the only 
trie God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. The beginning and perfection of our 
Happineſs contfiſts in this Knowledge. The Deity is ſpiritual and inviſible to the Eye 
of the Body, infinite and incomprehenſible to the Soul. But we ſhall then ſo clearly 
underſtand the Divine Perfe#ions, that our preſent knowledge compar'd to that, is but 
as the ſceing a dark reſemblance in a Glaſs, to the clear view of a Perſon in the Na- 
tive Beauty of his Face. God is moſt gloriouſly preſent in Heaven. For according 
fo the degrees of excellence in the Work, ſuch are the Impic{lions and Diſcoveries 
of the Virtucs of the Cauſe. Now all ſenſible things in the low order ot Nature, 
are but weak reſultances from his Perfe&tions, in compariſon of their illuſtrious Et- 
fecs in the Divine World. The Glories of the Place, and of the Inhabitants, the 
Angels and Saints, clcarly expreſs his Majeſty, Goodneſs and Power. But in atran(- 
cendcent manner he exhibits himſelf in the glorified Mediator. He 15 ſtiled the Bright- 
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eſs of his Father's Glery, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon +; not only ior his equal 
Perf..ctions in reſpect of the Unity of their Nature, bur to fignific that Gol in thy 
Perlon of the incarnate Mediator 1s fo fully repreſented to us, that by to fight g4 
him we ſee God himſelf in his unchangecable Excellencies. This app<ors by the tal. 
lowing words, that having prreed us from our ſins, he ſate down on the right han of j! 
Majeſty on high ;, for they reſpc& the Son of God as united to the humane Teature, in 
which he perform'd the Office of the Prieſthood, and took poſlctiton of his glorious 
Kingdom. During his humble ſtate, the Divine Virtues, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holj- 
neſs, Power, were ſo viſible in his Perſon, Life, Revelations, and miraculous Works, 
that when Philip ſo long'd for the fight of the Father as the only conſummate Blef- 
ſedneſs, Shew ws the Father, and it ſuffices ; He told him, He that has ſeen me, has jeey 
the Father alſo. But how brightly do they appear in his triumphant Exaltation. 'Twas 
His Prayer on Earth ; Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my Glory. Ineſtimable Felicity! Whether we conſi- 
der him in the reſpe& of an Obje&, that incomparably tranſcends all the created Glo- 
ry of Heaven, or in the relation of our Head, on a double account ; partly becauſe 
he was debaſed into the form of a Servant, and ſuffered all Indignities and Cruelties 
of Sinners for us, has received the Recompence of his Meritorious Sufferings, the tri- 
umph of his Vicory, being glorified with the Father with the Glory he had before the 
World was ;, and partly becauſe every Member ſhall be conformed to him in his Glory; 
We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as bs 3s. And all Felicity and Glory 1s compriz'd 
in that Promiſe. The ſight of the Face of Moſes when radiant, had no transforming 
efficacy ; for the light of it was not in him as its ſource, but by derivation. But God 
is Light eſſentially, and the ſight of his Perfe&ions will be productive of his Likeeſs 
in us, ſo far as it may be in a reſtrained Subject. When our Saviour was upon the 
holy Mount, and one vaniſhing Beam of Glory appear'd in his Transfignration, Peter 
was ſo tranſported at the ſight, that he forgot the World and himſelf. How raviſh- 
ing then will the ſight of him be in his triumphant Majeſty, when we ſhall be tranſ- 
figured our ſelves ? 

2, Aswe ſhall behold God's Face, know his moſt amiable Excellencies; ſo they ſhall 
love him as perfealy as they know him. To the illuſtrations of the Mind, there are 
correſpondent impreſſions on the Heart. In the preſent ſtate our Love is imperfect, 
and as Fire out of its ſphere, dies away, by our neglect to feed it with proper .aateri- 
als, enamouring conſiderations of God. But 'tis not ſo in Heaven : there the Divine 
Sun attracts every Eye with the light of its Beauty, and inflames every Heart with the 
heat of his Love. The continual Preſence of God is in different reſpects the Cauſe 
and Effect of our Love to him. For there is no more powerful Attractive to love 
him, than to ſee him ; And Love keeps the Thoughts undivided from him. God is 
Love, and will kindle in us a pure AﬀeCtion that Eternity ſhall never leſſen. 

Our Aﬀections that are now ſcattered on many things, wherein ſome ſmall Refle- 
Ctions of his Goodnefs appear, ſhall joyn in one full Current in Heaven, where God 
# all in all, We ſhall then underſtand the riches of his Love, that God who is infi- 
nitely happy in himſelf, ſhould make Man for ſuch a Glory, and ſuch a Glory for 
Man. And that when for his Rebellion he was juſtly expell'd from Paradice, and un- 
der a ſentence of Eternal Death, God ſhould pleaſe to reſtore him to his Favour, and 
to give him a better ſtate than was forfeited. We ſhall then underſtand our infinite” 
Obligations to the Son of God, who deſcended from the Heaven of Heavens to our 
Earth ; and which is more, from the Majeſty wherein he there reign'd, from the 
Glory wherein he was viſible to the Angelical Minds, and became Man for Men, 
Redemption for the Loſt, to purchaſe Immortal Life for thoſe who were dead to that 
bleſled Life. In ſhort, then God will expreſs his Love to us in the higheſt degrees 
that a finite Creature is capable to receive from Love it ſelf, and we ſhall love him 
with all the ſtrength of our glorified Powers. 

3. Compleat ſarisfa&tion flows from union with God by Knowledge and Love. Ir 
his Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, at his Right-hand are Pleaſures for ever. The Cauſes and 
Excellencies of the Heavenly Life arc in thoſe words expreſt. The Cauſes are the 
influxive Preſence of God, the revelation of his attra&tive PerfeCtions, the behold- 
ing his Face, the declaration of his peculiar Favour. This our bleſſed Lord himlelt 
had a reſpett to, as the compleat Reward of his Sufferings : Thon ſhalt make me full 
of Joy with thy Countenance. And his Rizht-hand, his Bounty, that diſpenſcs, and 
Power that ſecures that Felicity. The Excetllencies of this State are fulneſs of Joy. 
and that without diminution, or end. 
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out oPUns 1:S cy: s to the clear diſcoveries of the firft Truth, and its 
Ir the dar and intimate 1nbraccs of the Supream Good, beyond which no- 
100 remains tobe known, ncthing to be enjoy'd, what a deluge of the pureſt Plea- 
{rs will ovcrilow 1t 2 \We cannot aſcend in our thoughts ſo high, as to conceive 

Ces of Joy thor attends thoſe operations of tne glorified Soul upon its proper 
Donut, But fomething we may conjecture. 

2.) Thoſe who are polleſt with a noble Paſſion for Knowledge, how do they de- 
ite all lower Pieatures in compariſon of it 2 How do they forget themſelves, neglect 
Nc Dody, and retire ito the Mind, the higheſt part of Man, and neareſt to God ? 
Fhc bare apprchenſfton of ſuch things that by their internal Nature have no attra- 
Ctivc miluence upon the Aﬀections, 1s pleaſant to the Underſtanding. As the ap- 
pearance Of Light, though not attended with any other viſible Beauties, refreſh- 
es the Eye atter long Darkneſs : fo the elcar diſcovery of Truths, how abſtra& 
{>-ever, that were before unknown, is grateful to the intellective Faculty. Thus 
{ome have been ſtransely tranſported with the Pleaſures of a Mathematical Demon- 
{rration, when the Evidence, not the Importance of the Thing was fo raviſhing : 
for what is more dry and barren of Delight than the ſpeculation of Figures and 
Numbers 2 Slow when near his end, and ſome of his Friends that viſited him 
v-er2 ſpeaking ſoftly of a Point of Philoſophy, by a ſound of Wiſdom was awaken'd 
from the ſleep of Death that was juſt ſeizing on him, and opening his Eyes, 
:nd*rartmng his Head to give attention 5 being ask'd the reaſon of it ? Anſwered, 
{hut when * I underſtand what you are diſcourſing of, I may die. Such was his delight *u: cm ifud 
in Knowledge, that a little of it made his Agony inſen{ible. But here are many Im- —_—_— 
pri Ctions that Ieflen this 1atellectual Pleaſure, which ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. Here Fans... mo” 
th2 acquiſition of Knowledge is often with the expence of Health : the flower riar.ValMas. 
of the Spirits, neceflary for Natftral Operations, is waſted by intenſe thoughts. 
How cftcn are the Learned fickly? As the Flint when 'tis ſtruck, gives not a 
ſpark withorrt conſuming it fclf ; So Knowledge 1s obtain'd by Studies that waſte 
our {aint ſenſitive Faculties. But then our Knowledge ſhall be a free emanati- 
on f-2m the Syring of Truth, without cur labour and pains. Here we learn by 
Circiiit, and difeern by comparing things ; our Ignorance 1s difpell'd by a gradual 
zcceetiion of Light : But then Univerſal Knowldge ſhall be infuled in a moment. 
Her: after all onr labour and toyl, how little Knowledge do we gain 2 Every Que- 
ſtion is a Labyrinth, out of which the nimbleſt and moſt ſearching Minds cannot 
cxtricate themſelves. How many ſpecious Errors impoſe upon our Underſtandings ? 
Vc look on things by falſe Lights, through decciving Spectacles : But then our 
Knowledge fhall be certain and compleat. There is no forbidden Tree 1n the Cele- 
Itial Paradiſe, as no inordinate Aﬀction. But ſuppoſe that all things in the com- 
paſs of the World were known, yet ſtillth-zre would be emptineſs and anguiſh in the 
Muw; for the moſt comprehenſive Knowledge of things that are inſufficient to 
make us happy, cannot afford true Satisfaction. But then we ſhall ſee God 1n all 
his Excellencies, the ſupream Obje& and End, the only Felicity of the Soul. How 
will the fight of Jiis Glory perſonally ſhining in our Redeemer, in the firſt moment 
quench our extream thirſt, and fill us with Joy and Admiration ? 'Tis not as the 
naked conception of Treaſures, that only makes rich in [deas, but that Divine fight 
gives a real Intereſt in him. The Angels are fo raviſh'd with the Beauties and Won- 
ders of his Face, that they never Givert a moment from the contemplation of it. 

2. The pure Love of rhe Saints to God is then fully ſatisfied. Love conſidered as 
an aFection of Friendſhip, 1s always attended with two defires ; to be affured of Re- 
ciprocal Love, and to enjoy the Converſation of the Perſon beloved, the teſtimony 
of his eſteem and good-will. This kind of * Aﬀection ſeems to be inconſiſtent with + z.;pe:. 
that infinite diſtance that 13 between God and the Creature. But though 'tis difpro- 
portionable to the Divine Majelty, "tis proportionable to his Goodneſs. Accord- 
ingly our Saviour Promiſes, He that loves me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and I will 
love hizr, and will manifeſt my fclf un'o him. And to confirm our belief of this aſto- 
niſhing Condetſcention, repcats it, If a Man love me, my Father will love him, and we 
will coze to him, and make or abote with him. In the preſent ſtate, the ſigns of God's 
ſpecial Faviour are exhibicc to his Frichds. Now he beſtows on them the Honour 
of being his Sons, the Graces an] Comforts of his Spirit, the precious Earnelts of 
his Love and Seal of th.ir Poder 511. But in eminency of degrees, the cſfeds of his Love 
are i=comparably mor: glorious in Heaven. Here theSaintsare Adopted,there Crown'd. 
L here he opens all the bright Treatures of his Wiſdom, the Riches of his Goodnels, 
tc Boautics of his Bolinc', rhe Glorics of his Power, and by the intinnte applicati- 
on 
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on of his Preſence, makes his Love molt ſenſible to them. O tie mutva} oclights 
between God and glorifi:d Souls ! God looks on them with 2n engaged Eve, as his 
own by many dcar Titles, and is wcll-plcafed in his own Goocncſs to them, and ra. 
viſh'd with the reflex of his own Exccllcncics ſhining in them. As the Bridegrooy, 
rejoayees over the Bricle, ( 'tis the Language of Divine Love ) ſo th.ir God ryjoyees ovey 
ther, And what a bleſſed Reſt do they find in the complcat fruition of their Be- 
toved ? All thcir defires quietly expire in his Boſom. What Triumphs of Joy fol- 
low 2 Can we frame a fuller Conception of Happineſs, than to be periectly loved 
by infinite Goodneſs, and pcrfectly to love him ? 
3. The ſupreme Joy of the Saints is for the Felicity and Glory of God himſelf, 
For as the Holy Soul feels no more powerful motive to love God, than becauſe he 
is moſt worthy of it, as he is God, a Being of infinite Exccllencies, and therefore 
to be loved above the deareſt Perſons and Things, even it felt ; ſo the higheſt Joy 
1t partakes of is from this Conſideration, That God is infinitely bleſſed and glorious. 
For in this the ſupream dcſire of Love is accompliſh'd, that the moſt beloved Ob- 
ject 1s perfeftly honour'd and pleaſed. In Heaven the Love of the Saints to God is 
m its higheſt Perfection ; and they ſce his Glory in the moſt perfe& manner, which 
cauſes a tranſcendent Joy to them. And this is one reaſon why the Saints, though 
ſhining with unequal degrees of Glory, are equally content. For their moſt ardent 
Love being ſet on God, that he is pleas'd to glorific himſelf by ſuch various commu- 
nications of his Goodneſs, is full ſatisfaftion to their defircs. Beſides, in thoſe dif- 
* Sic irzque ferent degrees of Glory, every one is ſo content with his own, * that there is no 
— , Poſlible deſire of being but what he is. 
minus, ut bic 4. The full Joy of Heaven ſhall continue without diminution, or end. 
—_—_— Firſt, The number of Poſicflors cannot Icflen it. The Divine Preſence is an un- 
ne velit am- Waſted Spring of Pleaſure equally full and opento all, and abundantly ſufficient to 
plus. 4g. ſatisfy the immenſity of their deſires. Envy reigns in this World, becauſe earthly 
things are ſo imperfect in their Nature, and fo peculiar in their Poſſeſſion, that they 
cannot ſuffice, nor be enjoyed by all. But in Heaven none is touch'd with that low 
baſe Paſſion : for God contains all that is precious and defirable in the higheſt De- 
grees of PerfeCtion, and all partake of the influence of his Univerſal Goodneſs with- 
out intercepting one another. In the Kingdom above there is no cauſe for the Elder 
Brother to repine at the Father's Bounty to the Younger, nor for the Younger to 
ſupplant the Elder, to obtain the Birth-right. The Heirs of God are all rais'd to 
Sovereign Glory. Every one enjoys him as entirely and fully, as if ſolely his Feli- 
city. God is a Good as indiviſeble as infinite, and not diminiſh'd by the moſt liberal 
Communications of Himſelf. We may illuſtrate this by comparing the Price of our 
Redemption, and the Reward. The Death of Chriſt is an univerſal Bencfit to all 
the Saints, yet 'tis ſo applicd to every Bclicver for his perfet Redemption, as if our 
Saviour 1n all his Agonics and Sufferings had no other in his Eye and Heart ; as if 
all his Prayers, his Tears, his Blood were offer'd up to his Father only for that Per- 
ſon. The common reſpc& of it the Apoſtle declares in thoſe admirable words, that 
; fignifie ſuch an exceſs of God's Love to us, He that ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 
fy As wo ver d him up for ws all, how ſhall be not with him alſo freely give us all things ? But to 
& ro:um ſin- 1Magine that * the propriety of every Believer is thereby prejudiced, 1s not only 
_— —— falſe, but extreamly injurious to the Merit and Dignity, and to the infinite Love of 
a {, Chriſt. Therefore the ſame Apoſtle tells us, The Life which I now live in the Fleſh, 
Salvator p:z- { live by the Faith of the Son of God 5, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me : as if he 
_ — were the ſole Obje&t of Chriſt's Love, the End and Reward of his Sufferings. And 
univerſi , fic ThIS appropriating of it to himſelf, is no prejudice to the Rights of all others. St. 
on” = Fohn deſcribes himſelf by that truly glorious Title, The Diſciple whom Teſs loved. 
boc plus fin- Could he ſpeak this of himſelf without the injury and indignation of the other Dif+ 
gu _ ciples ? Certainly he might. For if we conſider that incomprehenſive Love of Chriſt, 
totum accepe- EXPTeſt to them all at his laſt Supper, after Judas was gone forth ; As the Father hath 
runt ſinguli Foved me, ſo have I loved you. We may eaſily underſtand, that every one of them 
9. $4252, MVght juſtly believe that he was ſingularly beloved of Chriſt. They were all re- 
ceived in the Heart, though ( with John ) they did not all lean'on the Breaſt of 
"= #002 OS YR their Divine Maſter. Thus in Heaven God is the Univerſal Treaſure 
+ Fw ane rr regen of all the Saints, and the peculiar Portion of every one. * As by his 
nunt ſonos, tanquam cibos: f.g Eflence hc equally fills the whole World, and every part of it ; anc 
omne quod fonat & omnibus ro- by his Providence equally regards all and every particular Creature 10 
um eſt, & ſingulis totum, Anruſt, . G Fen . \ IC _ Y yt 4 - - . 
in Epiſt. ad Voluſan, 57 In Heaven he diſpences the Riches of his Love to all, that they can 
not delire more, if every one of them were it I may fo exprels it) 
tc 
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the only begotten of the on!y begotten himfelf, the fole Heir of all the Merits of his 
Son. Evzry Saint may with the inflamed Spouſe break forth in that Triumph of 
Love ; AM; Beloved is mine, and I am his. Nay, the great nimber of the olority'd 
Saints 1s fo far from leſſening their Joy, that it unſpeakal:ly encreaſes it. The innu- 
meravle Company of Angels, and the Gencral Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſt-bory, 
n<xt to the Happin.ſs of enjoying God, are a chief part of Hcaven. An unfeigned 
ardent Aﬀection unites that pure Socicty. Our Love is now kindled cither from a 
Relation in Natiire, or ſome viſible Exce!llencics that render a Perſon worthy of our 
Choice and Friendſhip : But in Heaven the Reaſons are grearcr, and the degrees of 
Love incomparably more fervent. All Carnal Alliances and Reſpeds ceaſe in that 
Supernatural State. The Apoſtle tells us, If I have known Chriſt af.;er the Fleſh, I 
know him ſo no more. By the Reſurrection and Aicention of Chrift he was tranſport- 
ed into another World, and had Communion with him as an Heavenly King, with- 
out low regards to the temporal priviledge of converting with him on.Earth. The 
Spiritual Relation is more near and permanent than tne ſtricteſt Band of Nature. 
The Saints have all Relation to the ſame Heavenly Father, an to 7-ſws Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace, and head of that happy Fraternity. The princival motive of Love 
here, is for the inherent Excellencies of a Perſon. Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs, 
are mighty Attractives, and produce a more worthy Aﬀection, a more intimate Con- 
tederacy of Souls, than propinquity in Nature. David declares that al/ hjs delight 
was in the Excellent. But there arc allays of this Noble Love here. For, 

rt. There arc Reliqucs of Frailty in the beſt Men on Earth, ſom- Blemiſhes that ren- 
der them le(s ainiable when diſcovered. Here their Graces are mixt Inftirmities, and 
but aſcending to Glory. Accordingly our Love to them muſt be regular and ſerene; 
not clouded with Error, miſtaking Defetts for amiable Qualitics. But in Heaven the 
Image of God is compleat, by the Union of all the glorions Virtues requiſite to its 
Perfection. Every Saint there exactly agrees with the firſt Exemslar, is transformed 
according to the Primitive Beauty of Holineſs. No ſpot or wrinkle remains, or any 
ſuch thing, that may caſt the leaſt aſpect of Deformity upon them. 

2. In the preſent ſtate, the leaſt part of the Saints Worth is viſible. As the Earth 
is fruitful in Plants and Flowers, but its Riches are in the Vines cf precious Metals, 
the Veins of Marble hidden in its B-ſom. T rue Grace appcars in {-nfible Aftions, 
b:t its Glory is within. The ſincerity of Aims, the purity of Aﬀections, the im- 
preſſes of the Spirit on the Heart, the intertour Beauties of Holineſs, are only ſeen 
by God. Beſides, ſuch is the Humility cf eminent Saints, that the more they abound 
in Spiritual Treaſures, the leſs they ſhew. As the Heavenly Bodies when in neareſt 
Conjunction with the Sun, and fulleſt pf Light, make the leaſt Appearance to our 
Sight. But all their Excellencies ſhall then be in view. The Glory of God ſhall be re- 
vealed in them. And how attrattive 18 the Divine Likeneſs to an holy Eye 2 How 
will it raviſh the Saints to behold an immortal Lovelineſs ſhining in one another ? 
Their Love is mutual and reflexive, pxoportionable to the Cauſe of it. An equal 
conſtant Flame is preſerv'd by pure Matetzals. Every one is pertectly amiable, and 
perfefly enamour'd with all. Now can weyrame a fuller Conception of Happineſs, 
than ſuch a State of Love, wherein whateve>1s pleaſant in Friendſhip is in PerfeCti- 
on, and whatever is diſtaſtful by Mens Folly and Weakneſs is aboliſh'd. The Pfal- 
miſt-breaks out in a Rapture, Beho!d how good and pleaſant it js for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity ! Love is the Beauty and Strength of Societies, the Pleaſure of Life. 
How excellent is the Joy of the Blefled, when the Prayer of Chriſt ſhall be accom- 
Pliſh'd, that they all may be oze ! As thou, Father, art in me, and [I in thee, that they 
alſo may be one in #s. God is abſolutely One in his glorious Nature and Will, and 
therefore unalterably Happy :- And thcir inviolable Union 1n Love, is a Ray of the 
Eſſential Unity between the ſacred Perſons. There are no Diviſions of Heart and 
Tongues, as in this Babel, but the moſt perfett and ſweeteſt Concord, an Eternal 
Agreement in Tempers and Inclinations. There are no envious Compariſons ; for 
Love that affe@ively transforms one into another, c:-uſes the Glory of every Saint 
to redound to the Joy of all. Every one takes his ſhare in the Felicity of all, and 
adds to it. Such is the Power of that Celeſtial Fire wherein they all burn, that it 
melts and mixes Souls in ſuch an entire Union, that by Complacence and an inti- 
mate Joy, the Blefſedneſs of all is, as it were, proper to every one; as if every one 
were plac'd in the Hearts of all, and all in the Heart of every one. It in the Church 
of the firſt-born Chriſtians, in the earthly Fer»ſalem, the Band of Charity was. fo 
{tri&t, that 'tis ſaid, the Mrultitude of Believers were of one Heart, and one Soul 5 How 
much more intimate and inſeparable is the Union of the Saints in Jeruſalem above, 
Where cyery one loves another as himſelf? 'Tis 
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' Tis recorded(ef Alexander, that entring with Hepheſtion his Favourite, into the 
Pavilion of Darizs's Mother, then his Prifoncr, ſhe bowed to the Favourite, as ha- 
| ving a greater appearance of Majeſty, thinking him to be Alexander ; but adviſed of 

we errifi, her Error, ſhe humbly begg'd his Pardon, to whom the generous King reply'd, You 
—_— did not err, Mother, for this is alſo Alexander. Such was their Aﬀection, that who- 
t. Curr. 1. 3. Ever was taken of them, the other was taken in him ; the leſs aſcending in the great- 
er, without degrading the greater in the leſs. This is a Copy of the holy Love of 
the Bleſſed ; but with the ſame difference, as between the Deſcription of a Star with 
a Coal, and its Beauty in its proper Aſpe&. And where all is Love, all 1s Delight. 
O how do they enjoy and triumph in the Happineſs of one another 2 With what an 
unimaginable tenderneſs do they embrace? What Reciprocations of Endearments are 
between them ? O their raviſhing Converſation, and ſweet Entercourſe ! tor their 
Preſence together in Heaven is not a filent Show. In the Transfhguration , Moſes 
and El:as talkt with Chriſt. With what excellent Diſcourſes do they entertain one 
another ? If David felt ſuch inward Pleaſure from the ſence of God's Favours, that 
'he could not reſtrain the expreſſion of it, but invites the Saints, Come and hear, al 
ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what he has done for my Soul. Certainly in 
Heaven, the Blefſed with over-flowing AﬀeCtions recount the Divine Benefits, the 
admirable Method, whereby the Life of Grace was begun, preſerv'd and carried on 
in the midſt of Temptations ; the continual Succeſſion of Mercies in the time of their 
Hopes, and the Conſummation of all in the time of their Enjoyment. . How joyful- 
ly do they concur in ther Thankſgivings to God for the goodneſs of Creation, in 
making them reaſonable Creatures, capable to know, love and enjoy Him, when 
they might have been of the loweſt Order in the whole Sphere of Beings ; for his 
compaſſionate Care and Providence over them in this World. But eſpecially for 
his Sovercign Mercy in eleCting them to be Veſſels of honour ; for his powerful 
Grace, in reſcuing them from the cruel and ignominious bondage of Sin ; for his 
moſt free Love, that juſtifhed them from all their Guilt by th= Death of his only Son, 
and glorified them with himſelf. They are never weary in this delightful Exerciſe, 
but continually bleſs him for his Mercy that endures for ever. We may judge by 
the Saints here, when they are in a fit diſpoſition to praiſe God, what Fervours 
they feel in their united Praiſes of him in Heaven. The Pſalmiſt in an Extaſy calls 
to all the parts of the World to joyn with him ; The Lord reigns, let the Heavens re- 
Joyce, and the Earth be glad ;, let the Sea roar, let the Fields be joyful, and all that 
dwell therein. He defires that Nature ſhould be elevated above it ſelf, that the dead 
parts be inſpir'd with Life, the inſenſible feel motions of Joy, and thoſe that want 
a Voice, break forth in Praiſes, to adorn the Divine Triumph. With what Life 
and Alacrity will the Saints in their blefſed Communion celebrate the Object of their 
Love and Praiſes? The Seraphims about the Throne cry'd to one another, to expreſs 
their Zeal and Joy.in celebrating his Eternal Purity and Power, and the Glory of his 
Goodneſs. Oh the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this Concert ! when every Soul is har- 
monious, and contributes his Part to the full Muſick of Heaven ! O could we hear 
but ſome Eccho of thoſe Songs wherewith the Heaven of Heavens reſounds, ſome 
remains of thoſe Voices wherewith the Saints above triumph in the Praiſes, in the ſo- 
lemn Adoration of the King-of Spirits, how would it inflame our defiresto be joyn'd 
with them 2? Bleſſed are thoſe that are in thy Houſe, they always praiſe Thee. 

2. The fulneſs of Joy in Heaven 1s undecaying ; for the cauſes of it are always 
equal. And thoſe are the Beatifick Objetts reveal'd, and the uninterrupted Contem- 
plation of it. | 

Whilſt we are here bclow, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, as to our perception and 
ſence, has aſcenſions and declinations, acceſſes and recefles. And our Earth is not 
ſo purified, but ſome Vapours ariſe that intercept his chearfull refreſhing Light. 
From hence there are alternate ſucceſhons of Spiritual Comforts and Sorrows, of 
Doubts and filial Confidence in the Saints. *Tis a rare favour of Heaven, when an 
humble Believer in his whole courſe is ſo circumſpett as not to provoke God to ap- 
pear diſpleaſed againſt him : When a Chriſtian (as thoſe tutelar Angels ſpoken of 
in the Goſpel) always beholds the Face of his Heavenly Father, and converſes with 
him with an holy Liberty. And what a torment the hiding of God's face is to a de- 
ſerted Soul, only they know who feel it. External troubles are many times attended 
with more Conſolations to the Spirit, than Afflictions to Senſe z but to love God 
with a tranſcendent Aﬀection, and to fear he is our Enemy, no puniſhment exceeds, 
or is equal to it. As his Loving-kindneſs in their eſteem is better than Life, ſo [15 


Diſpleaſure is worſe than Death. How do they wreſtle with God by —_—_— and 
cars, 
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Tears, and off-r as it were, a holy Violence to the King of Heaven, to recover their 
firſt ſerenity of Mind, the loft Peace of Heart 2 How paflionately do they cry out, 
with Job, in the Book of his Patience, ( Job 29. 2, 3, 4.) 0 that 1 were as in months 
paſt, as in the days when God preſerved me : when his Candle ſhin d npon my Head, and 
when by his Light I walk'd through darkneſs : As I was in the days of my youth, when the 
Secret of God was upon 11y Tabernacle. And ſometimes God delayes the revealing him- 
ſelf even to his deareſt Children z; not that he does not ſee their Neceſlities, and hear 
their Prayers, or 1s ſo hard that till their Extremities he is not moved with Compal- 
ſion, but for wife and holy Reaſons; Either that they may not return to Folly, it by 
any preſumptuousSin they forfeited their Peace ; or it they have been carefulto pleate 
him, yet he may deprive them of Spiritual Comforts for a time, to keep them hum- 
ble, and that with an obedient rcſignation to his Sovereign Pleaſure they may wait 
for bis reviving Preſence. And then Joy returns greater than before. For thus God 
uſually renders with interc{t what he ſuſpended only for trial. But the Saints above 
are for ever enlightned with the vital ſplendor and dear regards of his Countenance, 
always enjoy his beamy ſmiles. A continual effuſion of Glory illuſtrates Heaven and 
all its bleſſed Inhabitants. | 
And their Contemplation of God is fixed. It the Obje&, though extraordinary 
glorious, were tranſient, or the Eye ſo weak that it could only ſee 1t but by glances, 
the heighth of Joy would not be perpetual. But the Mind is prepar'd with ſuperna- 
tural vigour, to ſce the brightneſs of God's Face, and by the moſt attentive Applica- 
tion always converſes with that bleſſed Obje&, ſo that the Joy of Heaven is never in- 
termitted for a moment. They always ſee, and love, and rejoyce, and praiſe him. 
'Tis poſſible a carnal Suſpition may ariſe in ſome, as if the unitorm perpetual Viſi- 
on of the ſame Glory might loſe its pcrfe& delightfulneſs. For thoſe who ſeek for 
Happineſs in the vanity of the Creatures, are always deſirous of Change, and have 
their Judgments ſo corrupted, that while they languiſh with a ſecret defire after an 
unchangeable Good, yet they conceive no Good as deſirable, that is not changed. 
But to corre& this groſs Errour of Fancy, let us a little enquire into the Cauſes of 
Diffatisfaction, that make the conſtant fruition of the ſame thing here to be tedious. 
1. Scnſible things are of ſuch a limited*Goodneſs, that not any of them can ſup- 
ply all our preſent wants, ſo that 'tis neceſlary to leave one for another. And the 
moſt of them are Remedies of our diſeaſed Appetites, and if not temperately uſed, 
are deſtructive Evils. Eating and Drinking are to extinguſh Hunger and Thirſt, but 
continued beyond juſt meaſure become nauſcous. Beſides, the Inſufficiency of their 
Objetts, the Senſes themſelves cannot be ſatisfied all at once. The Ear cannot attend 
to delightful Sounds, and the Eye be intent on beautiful Colours at the ſame time : 
the Satisfaftion of one Senſe detcats another of enjoying its proper good; therefore 
the ſame Obje& is not conſtantly pleaſant, but the Heart is diſtemper'd from as many 
Cauſes, as there are Deſires unaccompliſh'd. Add further, all things under the Sun 
afford only a ſuperficial Delight, and miſerably deceive the Expectations raiſed of 
them : and many times there 1s a mixture of ſome evil in them, that is more offenſive 
than the good is delightful. The Honey is attended with a Sting, ſo that oftenthoſe * Vite nes 
things we ſigh after through vehement Deſire, when they are obtain'd, we ſigh for #9om rene 
grief. Now all theſe Cauſes of diffatisfa&tion ceaſe in Heaven; for * God is an in- natar omne 
finite Good, and whatever 1s truly deſirable and precious is in him in all degrees of confilium,nec 
Perfetion. And in-his Preſence all the Powers of the Soul are drawn out in their MN? feticiras 
moſt pleaſznt exerciſe, and always enjoy their entire Happineſs. The Fruition of poteſt. Cauſa 
him exceeds our moſt raiſed Hopes, as much as he is more glorious in Himſelf than (Fc per- 
in any borrowed Repreſentations. God will be to us incomparably above what we venimus ad il 
can 45 or think, The Compals of our thoughts, the Depth of our deſires are imper- _— & 
fect Meaſures of his Perfeftions. And as he is a Pure Good in Himſelf, ſo he is pre- inſuperabile, 
valent over all Evil. 'Tis evident therefore, that nothing can allay the Joys of Saints wb —rar 
when they are in God's Preſence. voluntas no- 
2. Novelty is not requiſite to ingratiate every Good, and make it perfectly delight- ftra, quiaulera 
fil. * God 1s infinitely happy, to whom no Good was ever new. 'Tis indeed the jms mo 
Sauce that gives a delicious taſte to inferiour Things. For Men reliſh only what 1s 2. 74_ | 
eminent, and the good things of this World are fo truly mean, that they are fain to , Fr 2 99% 
vorrow a ſhew of Greatneſs by compariſon with a worſe eſtate preceding. But an ,,;3 regs 
infinite Good produces always the ſame pure equal compleat Joy, becauſe it arifes *J5n $547, 
from its intrinſick perfe@ion, that wants no Foil tocommend it. The Palmiſt breaks 57 fog 
forth, Whom have I in Heaven but Thee 2 This is no vaniſhing Rapture, but a conſtant «Ta» xaigzs 
jyful height of Aﬀettion. God the effential Happineſs of the Saints, 15 always per- CHING 


tectly lovely and delightful to them. Ggggg - 3. Thewr 


_—_— - - cus -—_ ” _— "7  GOCC— CT <4 OCCPOO ” EIG G  IET IuEoe Yoo: RT ropes: oo 
reed 


Dr. i homas Manton's Funeral Sermecn. 

3. The glorihed Saints in every period of their happy State, have as Itveh! 
ccption of :t as in the beginning, To make this evulent, we mult con! 
pleaſure of Novelty ſprings from a quick ſcnſc of rhe oppeſite terms, bt 
condition in the wanr of ſome dcfired Gooll, and atrer our obtaining it. © 74014 
Mind 15 more intenſe on the advantage, and more ſtrongly affected at firſt, On: new- 
ly freed from the torments of a, ſharn Diſcaſe, feels a greater pleaſtire than from a 
conſtant tenour of Health. Thoſe who are rais'd from a low State to cminent Dig- 
nity, are tranſported with their firſt change ; but in tra& of time the remembrance 
ot their mean condition is ſo weakned and ſpent, that 'tis like the ſhadow of a Dream, 
and proportionably their Joy 1s leſſened. Honours, like Perfumes, by cuſtom are 
leſs ſenſible to thoſe that carry them. But the Saints above always conſider and feel 
the exccllent difference between their ſuffering and triumphant State. They never 
loſe that raviſhing part of Fclicity, the vivid ſence of paſt Evils. Their reflcctions 
are always as ſtrong on the Mifery from whence they were rais'd to the pitch of Hap- 
pineſs, as in their firſt glorious Tranflation. In what an Extaſy of wonder and plea- 
ſure will they be, from the freſh memory of what they were, and the joytul ſence 
of what they are? I was (ſays the admiring Soul ) poor, blind, and naked ; but O 
miraculous and happy Alteration ! I am full of Light, enrich'd with the Treaſures of 
Heaven, adorn'd with divine Glory, 1 was under the tyrannous power of Satan, but 
he is bruifed under my feet. 1 was ſentenc'd to an evcrlaſting Separation from thePre- 
ſence of God, my only Life and Joy ; but now am poſleſt of my ſupream Good. O 
how tranſporting 1s the compariſon of theſe wide and contrary Extreams 2 How 
beautiful and pleaſant is the Day of Eternity, after ſuch a dark tempeſtuous Night ? 
How does the remembrance of ſuch Evils produce a more lively feeling Fruition of 
ſuch Happineſs > How ſtrangely and mightily does Salvation with Eternal Glory af- 
fe# the Soul 2 This gives a ſpritely accent to their everlaſting Ha/elujahs. This pre- 
ſerves an affeCtionate heat in their Thankſgivings to their Victorious Deliverer. And 
thus their Happineſs is always the fame, and always new. Their Pleaſure is con- 
tinued in its perfection. 

Laſtly. The Blefſedneſs of the Saints is without end. This makes Heaven to be it 
ſelf. There is no ſaticty of the preſent, no ſollicitunde for the future, Were there 
a poſlibility, or the leaſt ſuſpicion of loſing that happy State, it would caſt an aſper- 
ſion of bitterneſs upon all their Delights : they could not enjoy one moments repoſe; 
but the more excellent their Happineſs is, the more ſtinging would their fear be of 
parting with it. But the Inheritance reſerved in Heaven, is immortal, undefiled, and 
fades not away. And the tenure of their Poſleflion is infinitely firm by the Divine 
Power, the true Support of their everlaſting Duration. 17th God is the Fountain of 
Life. They enjoy a better Immorality, than the Tree of Life could have preſerv'd 
in. Adaw., The Revolutions of the Heavens, and Ages, are under their Feet, and 
cannot in the leaſt alter or determine their Happineſs. After the paſting of millions of 
Years, ſtill an entire Eternity remains of their enjoying God. O molt deſirable State! 
where Blefſedneſs and Eternity are inſeparably united. O joyful Harmony ! when 
the full Chorus of Heaven ſhall ſing, This God is our God for ever and ever. T his adds 
an infinite weight of their Glory. This redoubles their unſpeakable Joys with inh- 
nite ſweetneſs and ſecurity. They repoſe themſelves in the compleat fruition of 
their Happineſs. God reigns in the Saints, and they live in him tor ever. 


From what has been diſcourſed we ſhould, 


7. Confider the woful Folly of Men in refuſing ſuch an Happineſs, that by the ad- 
mirable Favour of God is offer'd to their Choice. Can there be an Expectation, or 
Dcfire, or Capacity in Man of enjoying an Happineſs beyond what is Infinite and 
Eternal? O blind and wretched World! fo careleſs of everlaſting Felicity, Whocan 
behold, without compaſſion and indignation, Mcn vainly ſeeking for Happineſs 
where 'tis not to be found, and after innumerable diſappointments fly to an Impoſlt- 
bility, and negle&t their ſovereign and final Bleſfſedneſs 2 Aſtoniſhing Madneſs! that 
God and Heaven ſhould be diſpiſed in compariſon of painted Trifles. This adds the 
greatelt Contumely to their Impicty. What powerful Charm obſtructs their true 
judging of things ? What Spirit of Errour poſſefſes them? Alas, Eternal things are 
1njeen 1 not of conſpicuous moment, and therefore in the carnal Ballance are eſteem- 
ed light, againſt temporal things preſent to the Senſe. It does not appear what we foal 
be : The Vail of the viſible Heavens covers the Sanftuary, where JESUS our High 
Prieſt is entred, and ſtops the enquiring Eye. 
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But have we not aiiurance bv the molt infallible Principles of Faith, that the Son 
of Gol came down from Heaven to hve with ns, and dy for vs, ani! that he roſe 
1924in iO conhirm our Bolt in his exceeding great and precious Promiſ.s concerning this 
H:ppincls m the ferure State 2? And do nct the moſt evident Principles of Reaſon 
and univertal Experience prove, that thiz World cannot afford truce Happinets to us ? 
How wretchedly do we forfeit the Prerogative of the reaſonable Nature, by neglett- 
ins our laſt and bleficd End 2 It the Mind be darkned, that it does not ſee the ami- 
able Excellencics of God, and the Will fo depraved that it does not feel their raviſh- 
ing Poxwcr ; Man ceafcs to be a Man, and becomes like the Beaſts that Periſh. As 
a blind Eyc 1s no longer an Eye, being abſolutely ufcleſs to that end for which it 
was made. And though in this preſent ſtate Men are ſtupid and unconcern'd, yet 
hcreatter their Miſcry will awaken them, to diſcover what 1s that Supream Good 
whercin their PerteCtion and Felicity conſiſts. When their folly ſhall be expoſed be- 
fre God, Angels, and Saints, in what extream Confuſton will they appear before 
that glorions and immenſe Thcatre?2 Our Saviour tol:} the unbelieving Fews, There 
ſhall be weeping, and anaſhing of te:th, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and all the Prophets in the Kitrzdom of God, and you your ſelves turnd out. They 
ſh4l be tortur'd with the defire of Happincſs without poſſible ſatisfaction. *Tis moſt 
juſt that thoſe who err without excuſe, ſhould repent without remedy. 

2. Lect us be excited ſerioutly to apply our ſelves in the uſe of effectual means for 
the obtaining this Happineſs. Indeed the original Cauſe of it, is the pure rich Mer- 
cy of God ; the meritorious, is the moſt R_ Obedience of our Saviour, by 
whom we obtain plenteous Redemption. His Abaſement is the cauſe of our Exaltation. 
The wounds he received in his Body the Characters of Ignominy, and Footſteps of 
Death, are the Fountains of our Glory. Eternal Life is the Gift of God through Jeſus 
Chriſt owy Lord. But the Goſpel declares ; That without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God. 
An holy change of our Natures, perſeverance in the Courſe of univerſal Obedience, 
are indiſpenſibly requifitc in order to our obtaining Heaven. Thoſe who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, and Immortality, ſhall partake of Eter- 
nal Life. Now were there no other Reaſon of this Conſtitution, but the ſovereign 
Will of God, it were ſufficient. But the Foundation of it is laid in the nature of the 
Things themſelves. Therefore our Saviour does not ſimply declare, that an unre- 
generate Perſon ſhall not ſee the Kingdom of God,but with the greateſt emphaſis cannot, 
to ſignify an abſolute impoſſibility of it. Beſides the Legal Bar that excludes unſan- 
@aified Perſons from the beatifick viſion of God, there 1s a moral incapacity. Sup- 
poſe that Juſtice ſhould allow Omnipotence to tranſlate ſach a Sinner to Heaven, 
would the Place make him happy ? Can two incongruous Natures delight in one ano- 
ther > The Happineſs of Senſe is by an impretſion of Pleaſure from a ſuitable Object : 
The Happineſs of intelleCual Beings ariſes from an entire conformity of Diſpoſitions. 
So that unleſs God recede from his Holineſs, which is abſolutely impoſſible, or Man 
be purified, and changed into his likeneſs, there can be no ſweet Communion be- 
tween them. Our Saviour affigns this Reaſon of the neceſſity of Regeneration in 
order to our admiſſion into Heaven : That which 3s born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that 
which js born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. According to the quality of the Principle, ſuch is 
what proceeds from it. The Fleſh is a corrupt Principle, and accordingly the natu- 
ral Man is wholly carnal in his Propenſions, Operations, and End. The Diſeaſe is 
turn'd into his Conſtitution. He is dead to the Spiritual Life, to the Aftions and En- 
jyments that are proper to it : Nay, there is in hima ſurviving Principle of Enmity 
to that Life : not only a mortal coldne(s to God, but a ſtiff averſion from him, a 
perpetual reſiſtance and impaticnce of the Divine Preſence, that would diſturb his 
voluptuors Fnjoyments. The Excrciſes of Heaven would be as the Torments of 
Hell to him, while in the midſt of thoſe pure Joys his inward Inclinations vehement- 
ly run into the loweſt Lees of Senſuality. And therefore till this contrariety, ſodee 
and predominant in an unholy Perſon, beremoved, 'tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould 
enjoy God with Satisfaction. Holineſs alone prepares Men for the poſlefſion of Ce- 
Icſtial Happineſs, that is againſt the Corruption, and above the perfe&ion of meer 
Nature. | 

Dot us then, having juch a Toy ſet before As, lay afede every weight, and the Sin which 
doth (o eaſily beſet us, and run with patience the race that js ſet before us, looking to 
}- ſus, the Author and Eimbher of Our Faith. Methinks the ſight of worldly Men, {o 
activ: and vigilant to proſecute their low Deſigns, ſhould quicken us to ſeek withthe 
Ercaizy diligence and alacrity the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof. 
A tarnal Wretch urged by the ſting of a brutiſh Defire, with what inipatience does 
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ole purſue the pleaſure of Sin.which is but for a ſeaſon 2 An Ambitious Portion, with whar 
an intemperate height of Paſhon docs he chaſe a Feather 2 A Covetous Man, hoy 
creedily does he proſecute the Advantages of the preſcxt Ii orld that paſſes away, and 
the Luſts thereof 2 Ah! how do they upbraid our indifferent Deftr:s, or dull Delays, 
and cold Endeavours, when ſuch an high Prize is ſet before vs?. VWno 1s able to con- 
ceive the exceſs of Pleaſure the Soul feels when it firſt enters through the beautiful 
Gate of Paradiſe, and ſecs before it that incomprehcnſidle Glory, and hears a Voice 
from Him that ſits upon the Throne, Exter into thy Maſter's Joy, for ever to be happ 
with him 2 The ſerious belief of this will draw forth all our active Powers in the 
Service of God. The feeding by lively thoughts on this ſupernatural Food, will adq 
new vigor and luſtre to our Graces, and make our Victory caſy over the World. If we 
believe indeed that our Bodies ſhall be ſpiritual, and our Souls divine in their per- 
fections, it will make ns reſolute to ſubdue the Rebel Fleſh, and reſcue the captiv'd 
Spirit from all Intanglements of Iniquity. Having the promiſe of ſuch an excellent Re- 
ward, let us always abound in the Work of the Lord. | 

3- The lively hope of this Bleſſedneſs is powerful to ſupport us under the greateſt 
Troubles can befal us in this our mortal Condition. Here we are toſt upon the alter- 
nate waves of Time, but hereafter we ſhall arrive at the Port, the blefſed Boſom of 
our Saviour, and enjoy a peaceful Calm : and ſo we ſhall ever be with the Lord. Words 
of infinite ſweetneſs ! This is the Song of our Proſperity, and Charm of our Adver- 
ſity : We ſhall ever be with the Loxd. Well might the Apoſtle add immediately after, 
therefore comfort one another with theſe words. 

More particularly. They are a Lenitive to moderate our Sorrows upon the depar- 
ture of our deareſt Friends, whodie in the Lord : for they aſcend from this Valley of 
Tears, to the happy Land of the Living. What Father is ſo deſerted of Reaſon, as 
to bear impaticntly the parting with his Son, that goes over a narrow part of the 
Sea, to a rich and pleaſant Country, and receives the inveſtiture and peaceable poſ- 
ſeſlion of a Kingdom ? Nay, by how much the ſtronger his Love 1s, ſo much the 
more tranſporting is his Joy : eſpecially if he expetts ſhortly to be with him, to ſee 
him on the Throne, 1n the ſtate of a King, and to partake of his Happineſs. If then 
it be impoſſible to Nature to be grieved at the felicity of one that is loved ; accord- 
ing to what Principle of Nature or Faith do Believers ſo uncomfortably lament the 
Death of Friends, of whom they have aſſurance that after their leaving our Earth, 
they enter into an everlaſting Kingdom,to receive a Crown of Glory from Chriſt him- 
ſelf > Our Saviour tells the Diſciples, IF ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid I 
go to my Father , to (it down at his Right-hand in Majeſty. A pure AﬀeGtion direCt- 
ly terminates in the happineſs and exaltation of the Perſon that is loved. I am not 
ſpeaking againſt the exerciſe of tender Aﬀet&tions on the loſs of our dear Friends z 
and the penlive feeling of God's Hand in it ; which is a natural and neceſſary Duty. 
There is a great difterence between Stupidity and.Patience : but violent Paſlion, or 
unremitting Sorrow, 1s molt unbecoming the Bleſſed Hope afſur'd to us in the Goſpel. 

Chryſoſtom: treating of this Argument, and reflecting upon the cuſtom of thoſe Times, 
wherein at Funeral Solemnitics a train of Mourning Women attended the Corps, 
tearing their Hair and Face, and crying out with all the Expreſſions of deſperate Sor- 
row, breaks forth, Ah Chriſtian Faith and Religion ! that was triumphant over thine 
Enemies in ſo many Battles and Vifories by the Blood and Death of the Martyrs, how 
art thou contradited by the prafice of theſe who profeſs thee in words ? Is this not to be 

Sorrowful as thoſe that have no hope Are theſe the affeFions, the expreſſions of one that be- 
lFieves the bleſſedneſs of Immortal Life 2 What will the Heathens ſay 2 How will they be in- 
duc'd to believe the Promiſes of Chriſt to his Servants of a glorions Kingdom, when thoſe 
who are ſo in title, behave themſelves as if they had no ſtedfaſt Faith in them ? 

4. The hopes of this bleſſed State, 15 able to free us from the fear of Death. This 
laſt Enemy gives a hot Alarm to Mankind, both as it deprives them of all that is 
pleaſant here, and for the terrible Conſequences that attend it. To the Eye of Senſe, 
a dead Body 1s a ſpeCtacle of fearful Appearance. He that a little before heard, and 
diſcours'd, and with a chearful Air convers'd and enjoy'd the World, now is dead, 
and all his Senſes in him : the Eyes are dead to light, and the Ears to ſounds, the 
Tongue to words, the Heart to feel any aff.ftions, and the Countenance to difco- 
ver them : nothing remains but ſilence, horrour, and corruption. Beſides, after Death 
comes Judgment, and a State of unrelenting Torments to the Wicked, But a truc Bc- 
liever that has becn obedient to his Saviour, ſees things by another Light than that 
of Senſe, and has living hopes in his dying Agonies. He knows that Death to the 
Saints 1s but a fleep : and while the Body reſts in the Grave, the Sonl is as it were 
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all Act, continually exercifing its moſt noble Faculties on the beſt Obje&s. Does the 
Soul tcep in that ail-cnlightned World, that ſees with open Face the infinite Beauty 
of God ? that hears and bears a part in the Hymns of the Angels and Saints encir- 
ciing his T hrone ? that drinks of the Rivers of Pleaſure that flow from his Preſence? 
that treely and joyfully converſcs with all th& Celeſtial Courtiers, the Princes of that 
Kingdom, the Favourites of God ? Then it truly lives. This reconciles Death to 
a Chriſtian, who has nothing more in his Wiſhes than to be with Chriſt, and knows 
that Diſcaſes and Pains, the fore-runners of it, are but as breaking down the Walls 
of this carthly dark Priſon, that the Soul may take its flight to the happy Region, 
and tor ever enjoy the Liberty of the Sons of God. And for his Body, that ſhall 
be re-united to the Soul in Glory. Methinks God ſpeaks to a dying Believer, as he 
did to Jacob, when he was to deſcend to Egypt ; Fear not to go down into the Grave, I 
will go down with thee, and I will bring thee up again. The ſame Almighty Voice that 
gave being to the World, ſhall awake thoſe who ſleep in the Duſt, and reform them 
according to the Example of Chriſt's glorited Body. O how ſhould we long for that 
triumphant Day ! and with moſt ardent Afpirings pray, Thy Kingdom come in its full 
power and glory £ 


Shall now come to ſpeak of the Mourntul Subject; the Cauſe of my Appearing 

here at this time, the Deceaſed, Reverend and Excellent Divine, Dr. Thomas 
Manton : A Name worthy of precious and eternal Memory. And I ſhall confider 
him, both in the quality of his Office, as he was an Embaſſador of Chriſt, declaring 
his Mind, and repreſenting his Authority, and in the holineſs of his Perſon, ſhewing 
forth the Graces and Virtues of his Divine Maſter. 

God had furniſh'd him with a rare union of thoſe parts that are requiſite to forny 
an cxcellent Miniſter of his Word. A clear Judgment, rich Fancy, _ Memo 
and happy Elocution met in him, and were excellently improved by his diligent 
Study. | 

The Preaching of the Word 1s the principle part of the Miniſter's Duty, moſt ef- 
ſential to his Calling, and moſt neceſſary to the Church. For this end chiefly, the 
ſeveral Orders in the Miniſterial Office were inſtituted, ( Epheſc 4. ) and upon our Sa- 
viour's triumphant aſcent and reception into Heaven, an abundant effuſion of the 
Spirit in Graces and. Abilities deſcended upon Men. Now1n the performing this 
Work, he was of that conſpicuous Eminence, that none could detract from him, but 
from ignorance or envy. | 

He was endowed with extraordinary knowledge in the Scriptures, thoſe Holy Ora- 
cles from whence all Spiritual Light is derived : And in his Preaching, gave ſuch a 
perſpicuous account of the order and dependence of Divine Truths, and with that 
Felicity applicd the Scriptures to confirm them, that every Subject by his manage- 
ment was cultivated and improved. His Diſcourſes were fo clear and convincing, 
that none without offering voluntary violence to Conſcience, could refift their Evi- 
dence. And from hence they were effe&ual not only to inſpire a ſudden Flame, and 
raiſe a ſhort Commotion in the Aﬀections, but to make a laſting Change in the Life. 
For in the humane Soul ſuch is the compoſition of its Faculties, that till the Under- 
ſtanding be reftified in its Apprehenfions and Eſtimations, the Will is never induc'd 
to make an intire firm Choice of what is neceflary for the obtaining perfect Happi- 
neſs. A ſincere perſevering Converſion is effefted by weighty Reaſons, that ſinkand 
ſcttle in the Heart. 

His Doctrine was uncorrupt and pure, the Truth according to Goodneſs. He was far 
from a guilty vile intention, to proſtitute that ſacred Ordinance for the acquiring 
any private ſecular Advantage. Neither did he entertain his Hearers with imperti- 
nent Subtiltics, empty Notions, intricate Diſputes, dry and barren without produ- 
Qive Virtue : But as one that always had before his Eyes the great Erid of the Mint- 
ſtry, the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men, his Sermons were direCted to 
open thcir Eyes, that they might ſee their wretched condition as Sinners, to haſten 
their light from the Wrath to come, to make them humbly, thankfully and entirely re- 
ceive Chriſt, as their Prince, and all-ſufficient Saviour. And to build up the Converted 
in their oſt haly Faith, and more excellent Love, that 1s the ful filling of the Law. In 


ſhort, to make trac Chriſtians eminent in Knowledge and Univerſal Obedience. 

45 the Mattzr of his Sermons was defizned for the good of Souls ; ſo his way of 
exnroffon was proper to that end. Words are the Vehicle of the Heavenly Light. 
\; the Divine Wiſlom was incarnate to reveal the Eternal Counſels of God to the 
Vorids fo Spiritnit Wiſdom in the Mind, muſt be clothed with words, to make 1t 
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ſenfible to others. And in this he had a ſingular Talent. His Stile was not exqui- 
ſitely ſtudied, not conſiſting of harmonious Periods, but far diſtant from vulgar 
Meanneſs. His Expreſſion was natural and free, clear and cloquent, quick and poyy- 
erful, without any ſpice of folly, and always ſuitable ro the Sumplicity and Majcſty 
of Divine Truths. His Sermons afforded ſubſtantial Food with Delight, fo that x 
faſtidious Mind could not difreliſn them. He abhorr'd a vain oftcentation of Wit, 
in handling Sacred things ; ſo venerable and grave, and of ctcrnal Conſequence, 
Indeed, what is more unbecoming a Miniſter of Chriſt, than to waſte the Spirits of 
his Brain, as a Spider docs his Bowels, to ſpin a Web only to catch Flies ? to get vain 
applauſe by fooliſh pleaſing the ignorant. And what cruelty is it to the Souls of 
Men ? 'Tis recorded as an inſtance of Ners's ſavage Temper, that in a general Fa- 
mine, when many periſh'd by Hunger, he ordered a Ship ſhould come trom Egype 
(the Granary of 1raly } 12den with Sand for the uſe of Wreſtlers. In ſuch extrenſity 
to provide only for Delight, that there might be Spe&acles on the Theatre, when 
the City of Rome was a ſpectacle of ſuch Miſery, as to melt the Heart of any but a 
Nero, was moſt barbarous Cruclty. But 'tis cruelty of an heavier imputation, for a 
Miniſter to prepare his Sermons to pleaſe the fooliſh curioſity of Fancy with flaſhy 
Conceits ; nay, ſuch light Vanitics, that would ſcarce be endured in a Scene, whiles 
hungry Souls languiſh tor want of {11d Nouriſhment. _/ 

His fervour ind earneſtne(s in Preaching was ſuch, as might ſoften and make pli- 
ant the moſt ſtubborn, obdurate Spirits. I am not ſpeaking of one whoſe Talent 
was only in Voice, that Jabours in the Pulpit as if the end of Preaching were for the 
exerciſe of the Body, and not for the profit of Souls : But this Mar of God was in- 
flam'd with an Holy Zeal, and from thence ſuch ardent Expreflions broke forth, as 
were capable to procure attention and conſent in his Hearers. Heſpake as one that 
had a living Faith within him of Divine Truths. From this union of Zeal with his 
Knowledge, be was excellently qualified to convince and convert Souls. The ſound 
of words only ſtrikes the Ear, but the Mind reaſons with the Mind, and the Heart 
ſpeaks to the Heart. 

His unparallel'd Afſiduity in Preaching, declar'd him very ſenſible of thoſe dear 
and ſtrong Obligations that lie upon Miniſters, to be very diligent in that Bleſſed 
Work. What a powerful Motive our Saviour urged upon St. Peter ? As thou loveſt 
me, feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs. And can any feed too much, when none can love 
enough ? Can any Pains be ſufficient for the Salvation of Souls, for which the Son 
of God did not eſteem his Blood too coſtly a price ? Is not inceſſant unwearied Indu- 
ſtry requiſite to advance the Work of Grace in them to perfe@ion ? In this the Work 
of a Miniſter has its peculiar diſadvantage, That whereas an Artificer, how curious 
and difficult ſoever his Work be, yet has this encouragement, That what is begun 
with Art and Care, he finds in the ſame State wherein 'twas left. A Painter that 
deſigns an exaCt Piece, draws many Lines, often touches it with his Pencil to give it 
Life and Beanty, and though unfiniſh'd, 'tis not ſpoil'd by his intermiſſion. A Sculp- 
tor that carves a Statue, though his labour be hard from the reſiſtance.of the Matter, 
yct his Work remains firm and durable. But the Heart of Man is of a ſtrange tem- 
per, hard as Marble, not eaſily receptive of Heavenly Impreſſions ; yet fluid as Wa- 
ter, thoſe Impreſſions are eaſily defac'd in it ; 'tis expos'dto ſo many temptations that 
induc: an oblivion of eternal Things, that without frequent excitations to quicken 
and confirm its holy Purpoles, it grows careleſs, and all the labour is loſt that was 
ſpent on it. This faithful Miniſter abounded in the Work of the Lord; and which is 
truly admirable, though ſo frequent in Preaching, yet was always ſuperior to others, 
and equal to himſelf. In his laſt time when declining to Death, yet he would not 
'.ave his beloved Work ; the vigour of his Mind ſupporting the weakneſs of his Bo- 
dy. I remember when oppreſt with an obſtinate Hoarſneſs, a Fricnd defiring him to 
ſpare himſelf ; he rejx&ed the advice with indignation. 

He was no fomenter of Faction, but ſtudious of the Publick Tranquility. He 
knew what a Bleſſing Peace is, and wiſely foreſaw the pernicious Conſequences that 
attend Diviſions. By Peace, the bond of mutual Harmony, the weakeſt things are 
preſerv'd and proſper ; but where Diſcord reigns, the ſtrongeſt are near toruin. The 
heavenly Conſent in the Primitive Church, was a principal cauſe of its miraculous 
increaſe and flouriſhing ; but after Difſentions prevail'd amongſt Chriſtians, that 
was deſtroy'd in a ſhort time, which was built by the Divine Union and Heroick Pa- 
tience of the Primitive Chriſtians. And the glorious Beginnings that promis'd the 
Reformation of all Europe, were more obſtructed by the Diflentions of ſome employ- 
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of Rowe 1t Ault How affiiftive is thg& confideration of our divided Church 2 Sweet 
Purcc! wihither art thou fled ? BreflodSia, our! who did(t by thy preci- us Blood re- 
concile Heaven and Earth, fend down thy Spirit to inf{pire us with that Wiſdom that 
i5 pure and peacecable, that thoſe who agree 1n the ſame Principles cf Faith, in the 
{mc liubſtantial parts of Worſhip, in aflerting the ſame indiſpenſible neceflity of Ho- 
lincls, may receive one another in Love. I am affectionately engaged in a Matter 
that fo nearly touches all thote that value the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

Briefly z C-nfider him as a Chriſtian, his Life was anſwerable to his Doctrine. 

'Fis applicable to ſome Miniſters, what 1s obſerved of the Carbuncle ; by its co- 
lour, luſtre, and fiery ſparklings it ſeems to be actually a Fire, but it has only the 
name and appearance of it, Thus ſome in the Pulpit ſzem to be all on fire with 
Zeal, yct their Hearts are as cold as a Stone, without Holy Aﬀections, and their 
Lives are unworthy their Divine Miniſtration. But this Servant of God was like a 
fruitful Tree, that produces in its Branches what it contains in the Root ; his in- 
ward Grace was made viſible in a Converſation . becoming the Goſpel of Chrilt. 

His reſolute Contemirt of the World  ſecur'd him from being wrought on by thoſe 
Motives, that tempt low Spirits from their Duty. He would not raſhly throw him- 
ſelf into Troubles, nor ſpret4 Conſcientia avoid them. His generous Conſtancy of 
Mind in rcfiſting the current of Popular Humour, declar'd his Loyalty to his Divine 
Maſter. His Charity was eminent in procuring Supplies for others, when in mean 
Circumſtances himſelf. But he had great experience of God's fatherly Proviſion, to 
which his filial Confidence was correſpondent. 

His Converſation in his Familily was holy and exemplary, every day inſtructing 
them from the Scriptures in their Duty. 

I ſhall finiſh my Character of him, with obſerving his Humility. He was deeply 
affected with the ſenſe of his Frailties and Unworthineſs. He conſidered the infinite 
Purity of God, the Perfe&ion of his Law the Rule of our Duty, and by that hum- 
bling Light diſcover'd his maritold detects. He expreſt his thoughts to me a little 
before his Dcath ; If the Holy Prophets were under ſtrong impreſſions of fear, upon the 
extraordinary diſcovery of the Divine Preſence, how ſhall we poor Creatures appear before 
that Holy and Dread Majeſty ? Iſaiah, after his glorious viſion of God, refle&ing up- 
on himſelf, as not retir'd from the commerce and corruption of the World, breaks 
forth, Wo is me, for I am undone ! becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips, and I dwell in 
the midſt of a People. of unclean Lips ;, for mine Eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of 
Hoſts. Tis infinitely terrible to appear before God the Fudge of all, without the pro- 
tettion of the Blood of Sprinkling, that ſpeaks better things than the Blood of Abel. This 
alone rcliev'd him, and ſupported his Hopes. Though his Labours were abundant, 
yet he knew that the Work of God, paſling through our Hands, is ſo blemiſh'd, that 
without an appeal to pardoning Mercy and Grace, we cannot ſtand in Judgment. 
This was the Subject of his laſt publick Sermon. 


He Ianguiſh'd many Months, but pretuming he ſhould be too ſtrong for his Infir- 
mity, neglected it, till at laſt it became inſuperable and mortal. Many pathetical 
Ageravations heighten our great and dear Loſs ; That ſuch a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould be taken away, whoſe Preaching was ſo powerful to repair the woful 
Ruins of Godlineſs and Virtue in a degenerate Age : Whoſe prudent pacifick Spirit 
rendred him ſo uſeful in theſe Divided Times, when Profeſſors of the ſame Religion 
are alienated from one another, as if they had been baptized with the Waters of 
Strife : That before our Tears were dried up for the loſs of other worthy Miniſters, 
the Fountain of Sorrow ſhould be opened again by this afflicting ſtroke. But it be- 
comes us'to reccive the Diſpenſations of Heaven with humble and quiet ſubmiſſion, 
to refle& upon our Sins with an holy Grief, that provoke God to remove ſuch an 
excellent Inſtrument of his Glory from us. Let as pray to the Lord of the Harvef, 
that he will ſend forth Faithful Labourers into it. O that ſurviving Miniſters might 
be animated with a Zeal more pure and fervent in their Divine Work! And that 
Pcople would bz wiſe, while a price is put into their Hands, to improve it for their 
eternal Advantage. The neglected Goſpel will at laſt be a terrible Witneſs againſt 
the Diſobcdicnt, to juſtify and aggravate their Condemnation, 


